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This Bill... Achieving A Better Life Experience Act
If passed, this bill would promote/advance a system...

This Act allows states to set up savings programs that are similar to 529 college savings but specifically
for people with significant disabilities. ABLE savings plans would allow people with disabilities, their
families, or friends to save money for future needs such as support, housing, services, health care and
personal care, without jeopardizing eligibility for other needed benefit programs.

1. That has no waiting lists.
m Strongly Agree m Agree

m Neutral or N/A

m Disagree

2. Where individuals have jobs in integrated employment settings.
m Strongly Agree m Agree m Neutral or N/A m Disagree
3. Where individuals live inclusively in their communities.
m Strongly Agree m Agree m Neutral or N/A m Disagree

4. Where people with disabilities have the ability to develop assets.
m Strongly Agree m Agree m Neutral or N/A m Disagree
5. That is accountable for meaningful outcomes.
m Strongly Agree m Agree m Neutral or N/A

m Disagree

m Strongly Disagree
m Strongly Disagree
m Strongly Disagree
m Strongly Disagree
m Strongly Disagree

m The NC SEG Supports This Bill m The NC SEG Opposes This Bill
m The NC SEG Supports This Bill, with the following Changes...
This Bill

North Carolina Stakeholder Engagement
Who Is the NC Stakeholder Engagement Group?

The NC Stakeholder Engagement Group (NC SEG) is a cross-disability
advocacy initiative focusing on shaping the long-term support and service systems
through meaningful engagement and dialogue with policymakers. We are currently
the only group in North Carolina that consists solely of individuals receiving services and their family
members. We are called “Stakeholders” because we are affected by the decisions the State makes about long
term care. We are called “cross-disability” because we represent individuals with developmental disabilities,
mental health, substance use disorders, physical disabilities, and family caregivers. Our members come from
all areas of the state.

Explanation of our score...

The NC Stakeholder Engagement Group developed a consensus about what we want from a long-term care
system - the values, principles, needs, and outcomes important to us – and then to communicate that
consensus to key decision makers. The “NC Outcomes and Expectations for Managed Long Term Services
and Supports Report” emerged from these stakeholder discussions. The Outcomes & Expectations
identified in the report are what is utilized in scoring legislation.
The NC SEG SUPPORTS this bill because it meets the following expectations we have for a long-term supports and
service system:
Waiting Lists
As written, the bill currently serves everyone who is eligible to create an ABLE Trust Fund to create one; there are no
individual waits for services. The Achieving A Better Life Experience Act does not put a cap on the number of individuals
allowed to utilize ABLE Trust Funds.
Assessment
The ABLE Trust Funds allow individuals with disabilities to build on what is important to person and is working in their
life by allowing them to save money for future disability-related expenses without losing Medicaid and Social Security
benefits.
Self-Direction
The ABLE Trust Funds provide financial and business management supports for individuals with disabilities and their
family members.
Person-Centered Planning
Drive plan by the personal goals and desired outcomes as indicated by the individual. Funds saved in a ABLE Trust
Fund can be used for any expenses made for the benefit of the individual and related to his/her disability, including:
education, housing, transportation, employment training and support, assistive technology and personal support
services, health, prevention and wellness, financial management and administrative services, legal fees, expenses for
oversight and monitoring, funeral and burial expenses, and other expenses, which are approved by the Secretary of the
Treasury under regulations.
Services
The ABLE Trust Funds promote independence and community inclusion. By allowing flexibility to meet the unique needs
of each person and family.

